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FASHIONISTA: At home with editor Eugenie Kelly
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The sensitive update of a grand Melbourne terrace spliced
. . 113 SITTING ROOM This page and opposite A gold Louis XV-style armchair from The Vault Sydney is a luxe touch. Apparatus ‘Triad 9’
anthue and Contemporary Wlth thrllllng reSUH:S' pendant light from Criteria. A Flos ‘Taccia’ table lamp from Euroluce shines on an antique fruitwood table. The owners’ existing sofa

STORY Fudy Pascoe | STYLING Beck Simon | PHOTOGRAPHY Rhiannon Taylor was refreshed with new upholstery in Westbury Textiles Nassau fabric. The artwork is a 1916 lithograph by Albany E Howarth.
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utting the soul back into older houses is one of
the things interior designer Chelsea Hing does
best, and her revamp of this beautiful, grand
188os terrace in inner Melbourne isno exception.

Chelsea was contacted by a couple who were
downsizing to a city apartment, but it quickly
became clear that the owners’ hearts weren’t
really in that property. “It was obvious to me that they would
feel more at home in a house,” says Chelsea. “A week later,
they called with the news that they had bought this beautiful
old terrace on a corner block in one of the area’s best streets.”

The double-storey home featured a classic layout: separate
living and dining rooms at the front, leading to a modern
addition with kitchen/dining/family room and courtyard
at therear. All of the home’s three bedrooms were upstairs,
with an additional studio/bedroom above the garage.
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The previous owners, who lived in the house for more
than 30 years, had renovated and extended “very tastefully”
in the 1990s and maintained it well. “The existing layout
suited the new owners perfectly, so our main task was
freshening things up and adding some personality,” says
Chelsea. “Our brief was to create a timeless, sophisticated
and richly decorated home, mixing existing heirlooms
with contemporary furniture, lighting and accessories.”

Walls throughout were repainted and technology
upgraded before they got down to the fun part: choosing
the design flourishes. “First, we added decorative wall and
pendant lights and revamped the stairwell with a golden
seagrass wallpaper,” says Chelsea. “Next, we selected a
mix of classic and contemporary furniture and rugs for
colour and vibrancy.” The final step was commissioning
local tradespeople to create bespoke storage. >
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SITTING ROOM Molteni&C
‘Panna Cotta’ side table (red), Hub
Furniture. Rubn Lighting ‘James’
floor lamp, Fred International.
Cassina ‘Nuvola Rossa’ bookcases,
Space. Louis-style armchairs, The
Vault Sydney. ClassiCen ‘Roattino’
floor lamp, Aniboui: Ligne Roset
settee, Domo. Laurel side table and
Apparatus ‘Triad 9’ pendant light,
both Criteria. Solid Blocks (used as
coffee table), Mark Tuckey. Old
Yarn oushak rug, Loom Rugs.
ENTRY Opposite Jewel console,
Zuster. Primitive Weave runner,
Loom Rugs. Kelly Wearstler
‘Precision 2" wall lights, Studio
Cavit. The artwork is a collage by
Lyndell Brown and Charles Green.
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Paint colours are reproduced as accurately as printing processes allow.

LIVING ROOM Retreat modular
sofa, Fred International. Captain
Flint floor lamp, Euroluce. Gubi
side table, Cult. Rug, Loom

Rugs. The artwork was a gift to

the owners from the artist, Sally
Smart. DINING Elitis Parade Moko
wallpaper. The owners’ own dining
table is paired with Cassina ‘Cab’
chairs from Space. Bar cabinet,
Zuster. Antique Murano glass
chandelier. Vintage ltalian wall
mirror. Agra rug, Armadillo.

The homeowners asked that their small but treasured
art collection and some beloved family furniture be
incorporated into the new scheme. One such piece, an
extendable dining table that had moved homes with them
a few times, was lovingly restored and is now paired with
contemporary leather-upholstered chairs.

Other non-negotiables included retaining the existing
Elitis Parade Moko wallpaper in the dining room. Using
the wallpaper as a starting point, Chelsea updated the
room with a stylish cabinet, Murano glass chandelier
and a gilt-framed mirror. “Specifying complementary
pieces can be a challenge, but I think the room now looks
as if it has always been like that,” she says.

It is this mix of old and new that makes the house so
captivating. “We wanted to bring a feeling of old-world
charm but complement antiques with contemporary
pieces to make it feel exciting,” says Chelsea.

In the main bedroom, a modern four-poster bed delivers
real drama. An early 2oth-century Fortuny silk chandelier
and wall sconces add to the effect, as do the luxurious
fabrics and textures. “The main bedroom had a palatial
Marie Antoinette style, so the new furnishings had to fit
in with that,” says Chelsea.

As the owners are enthusiastic and frequent hosts,
both privately and for work, the house had to be suited
to a crowd as well as just a couple. “The challenge was
to make it feel personal and like home as well as doing
double duty as areception space,” the designer says. The
front room is open to the entry hall so Chelsea delineated
the two areas with contrasting rugs. “It was important
to create a sense of arrival, but also to provide a feeling
of privacy and inclusion in the room,” she says. More
entertaining space is offered at the back of the house
with a private elevated terrace ringed by Manchurian
pear trees and seating upholstered in leafy green patterns.

For the owners, the result is “everything we hoped for”.
Chelsea is equally delighted: “Crafting these beautiful
spaces was a genuine labour of love.” >
Chelsea Hing, South Melbourne and Daylesford,
Victoria; chelseahing.com.au.
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THIS IS THE LIFE
Since the owners are keen
entertainers, the formal
dining room was designed
to accommodate gatherings
of 20 or 30 as easily as an
intimate dinner for two. For
more casual get-togethers,
the owners head to the
elevated terrace at the back
of the house. Here, the lushly
planted garden, featuring

a row of Manchurian pear
trees, provides privacy and
colour throughout the year
as the leaves change from
green to cherry red through
the seasons. H&G

MAIN BEDROOM Customised Pearl bed from Zuster. Bedhead upholstered in Blithfield Fraser Velvet from Tigger Hall Design. Diane
Bergeron ‘Rita’ ottoman, Arthur G. Clyde table lamp, Cromwell. Kelly chest of drawers, Poliform. Laura Kirar ‘Petalo’ mirror, Studio
Cavit. Fortuny ‘Herbarium’ three-tier silk chandelier ‘Cesendello’ wall light, both Mondopiero. Recycled sari silk rug, Loom Rugs.
OUTDOOR ROOM Sika Design Georgia Garden ‘Charlot’ bench seat from Domo covered in Scalamandre Elsie de Wolfe from
The Textile Company. The dining setting was part of the owners’ existing collection. For Where to Buy, see page 192.
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