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| / Muuto ‘Raw’ side table on a ‘Flagstaff’ rug from Behruz

Studio. Through the doof'way is the craft room painted in
esen@ Jive'. Opposite page A gold leaf sunburst mirror from |

r@mwell hahgs above.a custom sideboard from Graham
Geddes Antiques dnd#eside a Porcelain Bear wall sconce. ’,
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(44 ° o . . This page. from left A French pink stone console
They wanted something more individual
pendant light and ‘Ball’ light on the fioor. Ligne

- ® ,’ Roset '‘Ploumn’ sofa from Domo and Muuto ‘Raw’ side

that Sp()ke tO thelr aesthetlc table. Gubi ‘Bestlite BL7’ wall lamp from Euroluce.

. Opposite page A custom table from Graham Geddes

Antiques is paired with Thonet 'No.811 Hoffmann’

chairs, and a bench from Temperature Design.

-~ Zuster sideboard. ‘Eiffel’ rug from Behruz Studio

ns Ingo Maurer ‘Zettel'z 5’ pendant light. Black+White
#2 artwork by Zoé Croggon from Daine Singer.

ecured onto the front fence of this Edwardian home in Melbourne’s leafy Glen [ris is an honesty-

policy ‘street library”. Not long ago, a local dropped off the ABC of Design, a compact book

running the gamut of the most iconic tables and chairs throughout history. It’s a fitting addition

to the colourful glass-walled cubby decorated by the owners’ children and an apt reflection of

their home’s interiors: whimsical, kid-friendly and diverse, with some classics thrown in. “Hard
and soft, colourful and neutral, patterned and plain,” says interior designer Chelsea Hing of the refined
‘dance’ berween furniture, fixtures and fittings. “They wanted something more individual that spoke to
their aesthetic. The balance for us was to bring in a sense of timelessness but also a sense of fun. There are
lots of elements of surprise.”

The family lived with the 1980s floral walls and a green lino kitchen for three years before work began
on an extension by architect Michael Jan Studio. Shortly thereafter, they engaged Chelsea to give the
interiors a much-needed decorative lift. The initial brief was confined to renovating the rear, but it wasn't
long before the scope expanded and works inched into the corridor and eventually, the whole ground floor.

“[Originally] we were just going to square off the kitchen, the living room and the butler’s pantry but
then we looked at the nook behind the living room and started to look at the finishes and how that worked
with the existing. So we ended up creeping into the hallway, then the dining room and the guest powder
room. It grew and grew, but it made sense to do as much as possible while everyone was on the job,” she says.

The den to the left of the entry remained untouched, while an unnecessary opening to the right was
closed off to redefine the foyer. Chelsea wrapped antique-style panelling around the corner and into the
corridor, embracing — rather than competing with — the dim, west-facing orientation by painting the walls
a dark forest green. “In period houses, with their cornices and archways, downlights simply don’t work so
we had to be more inventive as to how to get light into these spaces,” she says. “Because the hallway was
[already] dark, we just went with it, but it meant we had to triple up the lights. That’s why we have wall
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This page A Bonacina 1889
‘Serve’ table from De De Ce
beside the bed. Dash 2016

by Kate Tucker from Daine
Singer. Opposite page Moroso
‘Capitello’ table sits beside

a family heirloom cupboard
Catellani & Smith ‘Stchu-Moon
06" hangs above the fireplace.

sconces, chandeliers and pendants. They are little design ploys to amp it up.” Peppered throughout is a
litany of fixtures, both decorative and functional. There are showstoppers like Catellani & Smith’s gold
moon-shaped discabove the dining room fireplace and Ingo Maurer’s 12-bulb ‘Birdie’ pendant complemented
by the more restrained handmade works of local designers Porcelain Bear and Anna Charlesworth.

A formal dining room and powder room hinge off the new passageway where carpet has been replaced
by a vintage kilim rug and “worn-looking patchwork tiles that now run the full length of the house,
knit[ting] the old and new together in a sensitive way”, says Chelsea. The open-plan communal space was
reconfigured, allowing for a huge feature wall of mismatched Moroccan tiles above the cooktop and a
thick, generously sized honeycomb marble kitchen island with barley-twist legs evoking a countrified vibe
that proffers a “classic feel without being too contemporary™.

A similar sensibility was adopted for the meals area, where a hearty, custom-designed table from
Graham Geddes Antiques with knotted, Spanish-style legs is bookended by benches. “It’s a bespoke piece
that looks like it has been in the family for generations,” says Chelsea. Hanging overhead is Ingo Maurer’s
‘Zettel'z 5 pendant, and underfoot is a geometric-patterned wool rug from Behruz Studio.

The eclectic shared space is kitted out with Ligne Roset’s small ‘Ploum’ settee and Jardan’s *“Nook’
sofa upholstered in digitally printed green and blue fabric. A tower of shelving lined with books screens
the stairs and, in the corner, a small door leads to a coral ‘colour bombed’ eraft room that overlooks the
Paul Bangay-designed garden. The client admits she was concerned about everything clashing. “I
approved everything individually but wasn’t sure how such completely different pieces would go
together. That’s Chelsea’s gift. This project was just meant to be the back room, but it ended up being
the whole downstairs! The scale exploded, but it’s a house [ love and want to be in for a long time.” |9

For more go to chelseabing.com.au.

SPEED READ

» A minor renovation turned into a full-blown re-fit for
this Edwardian home in Melbourne’s Glen Iris. » After
architect Michael Jan designed the extension, interior
designer Chelsea Hing was called upon to provide an
individual look for the home that spoke to the owners’
aesthetic. » The result is a multi-layered space with
plenty of surprises both in colour and selection of
eclectic pieces, marrying timelessness with a sense
of fun. » Chelsea embraced the heritage features of
the house and introduced inventive lighting solutions
to counteract the otherwise dark interior. » The clash
of eras and styles is now the dominant feature of the
home, pleasing to both owners and visitors.
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